
Board of Education Regular Meeting 
June 8, 2020 7:00 PM 

Deerfield Primary Library 
By Live Viewing at BSDN Live YouTube 

 
Information concerning the Open Meeting Law, Chapter 84, Article 14 of Nebraska State Statutes, is 
posted on the wall in this room and attached to the public agenda electronically.  
 
1. Call to Order 
Mrs. Kari Loseke, President, called the Board of Education Regular Meeting to order at 7:00pm.  
 
Nebraskans are facing unprecedented challenges to conduct open, public meetings in the face of the 
Coronavirus Pandemic.  Recommendations to limit social gatherings to fight the spread of the virus have 
generated several questions and concerns about the ability of public bodies to meet electronically.  In 
response, Governor Ricketts issued Executive Order No. 20-24 (“Order”), which provides a limited 
waiver of certain requirements of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, Neb. Rev. Stat. §§84-1407 to 84-
1414 (2014, Cum. Supp. 2018, Supp. 2019).  The order permits all public bodies in the state to meet by 
videoconference, telephone conference call, and other telecommunications applications, so long as 
members of the public and the media are provided access to the meetings in some manner. 
 
2. Roll Call 
Present Board Members: Brandi Petersen, Kari Loseke, Deb Parks, Brittney Gunderson, Laura Ronning 
and Denise Ray.  
Present Board Members Electronically via Zoom:  Steve Callaghan, Lyle Schjodt and Bob Schoby. 
 
3. Approval of Absent Board Members – None 
 
4. Pledge of Allegiance   
Dr. Gilson led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
5. Public Hearing for Board Policy 1005.03-Parental Involvement Policy 
Per state statue §79-531 through §79-533, each school district shall develop, adopt, and annually review 
and reaffirm a policy outlining parental involvement in regard to 1) how the school district will provide 
access to parents concerning textbooks, tests, and other curriculum materials used in the school district; 
2) how the school district will handle requests by parents to attend and monitor courses, assemblies, 
counseling sessions, and other instructional activities; 3) under what circumstances parents may ask that 
their children be excused from testing, classroom instruction, and other school experiences the parents 
may find objectionable; 4) how the school district will provide access to records of students; 5) what the 
school district’s testing policy will be; and 6) how the school district participates in surveys of students 
and the right of parents to remove their children from such surveys. The Blair Community Schools Board 
of Education entered into public hearing at 7:05pm. No members of the public were present and did not 
notify any board members of any concerns. The public hearing closed at 7:07pm. 
 
6. Public Hearing for the 2020-21 Student Fees Schedule 
The Blair Community Schools Board of Education entered into public hearing for the purpose of public 
comments on proposed changes to administrative regulation 504.20R1-Student Fees Schedule and 502.20-
Student Fees for the 2020-21 school year at 7:08pm. The only changes noted are to the cost of school 
lunches.  Grades K-5: $2.90, grades 6-12: $3.20 and Adult lunches: $3.85 for the 2020-21 school year.  It 
was noted the Chromebook fee was listed as grades K-12 and should be grades 6-12.   This is noted on 



page 3, item 2a. No members of the public were present and did not notify any board members of any 
concerns. The public hearing closed at 7:14pm. 
 
7. Approval of Emergency Additions to the Agenda – None 
8. Call for Removal of Consent Agenda Items – None 
9. Approval of the Consent Agenda 
Motion Passed:  I move to approve the Consent Agenda as presented passed with a motion by Brittney 
Gunderson and a second by Deb Parks.  
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
9.1. Waiver of reading minutes from previous meeting. 
9.2. Acceptance of minutes of the previous meetings as published.  
9.3. Receipt of Communications 
9.4. Treasurer’s Report 
9.5. Audit of Claims 
 
10. Business  
10.1. Items removed from Consent Agenda – None 
10.2. Recognitions – None 
10.3. Acceptance of Gifts 
10.3.1. Cubby’s Convenience Store – Blair 
Cubby's Convenience Store pledged to donate $1.00 to Blair Community Schools for every large pizza 
Cubby's sold. The District received a check from Cubby's in the amount of $1,175. 
 
Thank you to Cubby's for their continued support and commitment to Blair Community Schools.  
Motion Passed:  I move to accept the donation from Cubby’s for large pizzas sold in the amount of 
$1,175 passed with a motion by Laura Ronning and a second by Brittney Gunderson.  
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
10.3.2. Pacific Life Foundation 3T’s of Education Grant 
Arbor Park Intermediate has been awarded a 2020 Pacific Life Foundation 3T's of Education grant for 
$3,000.  The grant will be used to purchase iPads for our students and teachers to use for instruction and 
activities.  
 
Motion Passed:  I move to accept the donation from Pacific Life Foundation 3T’s for $3,000 to purchase 



iPads for Arbor Park Intermediate passed with a motion by Brittney Gunderson and a second by Deb 
Parks.  
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
10.3.3. NAC Development Corporation Grant 
Arbor Park was awarded a $1,000 grant from NAC Development Corporation to fund the 4th grade field 
trip to the Omaha Symphony. 
 
On January 31st, students were able to attend the Omaha Symphony Concerts for Youth program entitled, 
"Music and Mathematics, a Game Show." They were able to experience the joy of symphonic music 
combined with learning about mathematical skill.  Mrs. Dickinson, 3-5 Vocal Music teacher, collaborated 
with the classroom teachers on this unit.   
 
Motion Passed:  I move to accept the donation for $1,000 grant from NAC Development Corporation to 
fund the 4th grade field trip to the Omaha Symphony passed with a motion by Laura Ronning and a second 
by Brittney Gunderson.  
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
10.4. Consideration of Communications – None 
10.5. Comments from The Public 
This is traditionally the portion of the meeting when members of the public normally address the board 
about matters of public concern.  Oral public comment will not be accepted however, written public 
concern or comment is always accepted and can be sent to the Board Presidents email account at 
kloseke@blairschools.org.  
 
10.6. Committee Reports 
10.6.1. Policy Committee 
The Policy Committee met on Wednesday, May 20, 2020 at 12:00pm by Zoom (videoconferencing).  A 
report of the committee meeting was given by Deb Parks.  
 
Motion Passed:  I move to approve on second and final notification revisions to 504.14-Secret Societies, 
Initiations, Hazing or Gang Activities and Policy 504.15-Smoking, Drinking, or Drugs passed with a 
motion by Deb Parks and a second by Brittney Gunderson.   
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 



Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
Motion Passed:  I move to reaffirm new policies, 1008.01-Emergency Closing and 1008.02-Emergency 
Exclusion, passed with a motion by Deb Parks and a second by Lyle Schjodt. 
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
10.6.2. Curriculum Committee 
The Curriculum Committee met on Monday, May 18, 2020 at 12:00pm by Zoom (videoconferencing).  
A report of the committee meeting was given by Denise Ray. 
 
10.6.3. BG&T Committee 
The BG&T Committee met on Friday, May 29, 2020 at 12:00pm by Zoom (videoconferencing).  A report 
of the committee meeting was given by Lyle Schjodt. 
 
Motion Passed:  I move to accept the quote from Rubber Recycle in the amount of $73,803.25 for the 
purchase of rubber mulch to resurface North Primary, South Primary and Arbor Park Intermediate 
playgrounds passed with a motion by Lyle Schjodt and a second by Steve Callaghan. 
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
FEMA now requires that a public entity have a current hazard mitigation plan in place before they are 
eligible for Federal funding for hazard mitigation project and mitigation efforts resulting from natural 
disasters.  
Motion Passed:  I move to approve a final resolution for participation in the Papio Missouri River NRD 
Multi-hazard Mitigation plan passed with a motion by Lyle Schjodt and a second by Deb Parks. 
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 



Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
Motion Passed:  I move to approve the quote from Mr. Rooter Plumbing of Omaha in the amount of 
$9,950 for plumbing services to relocate an ice machine at Blair High School passed with a motion by 
Lyle Schjodt and a second by Steve Callaghan. 
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
10.6.4. Finance Committee 
The Finance Committee met on Tuesday, June 2, 2020 at 12:00pm by Zoom (videoconferencing). A 
report of the committee meeting was given by Brandi Petersen. 
 
Cody Wickham, of DA Davidson, was present via Zoom to discuss the possible refinance of the 2015 
bonds.  The call date is August 31, 2020.  Rates can be locked in 90 days ahead.   
Motion Passed:  I move to approve the resolution calling the district’s General Obligations Refunding 
Bonds Services 2015 for redemption prior to maturity passed with a motion by Brandi Petersen and a 
second by Laura Ronning. 
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
Motion Passed:  I move to approve the resolution authorizing the issue of General Obligations 
Refunding Bonds Series 2020 in an amount not to exceed $6,650,000 and related matters with a new 
maturity date of June 15, 2028 passed with a motion by Brandi Petersen and a second by Lyle Schjodt. 
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
 



Motion Passed:  I move to approve the resolution calling the district’s General Obligations Refunding 
Bonds Services 2015 for redemption prior to maturity passed with a motion by Brandi Petersen and a 
second by Laura Ronning. 
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
Discussion:  The rigging system in the high school theatre had failed its annual inspection. The system 
is original to the building. The cost to replace the system is $110,000. 
Motion Passed (As Amended): I move to approve the emergency replacement of the high school 
auditorium rigging system and not to exceed $110,000 passed with a motion made by Brandi Petersen 
and a second by Brittney Gunderson.   
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
Motion Passed:  I move to approve the District Substitute pay rates for the 2020-21 school year as 
presented passed with a motion by Brandi Petersen and a second by Laura Ronning. 
Steve Callaghan  Abstain 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
10.7. Construction Manager at Risk Selection Committee Team Findings and Recommendation 
Discuss, consider and take all necessary action with regard to the Findings and Rankings of the Selection 
Committee for the position of Construction Manager at Risk (CM@R) for the proposed construction of 
(1) Blair High School administrative office and secure school entry renovations, (2) industrial technology 
center renovations, and (3) as a possible alternative restroom, concession, and ticket booth facility to be 
located at Krantz Field, all located on the Blair High School campus and the under the Political 
Subdivisions Construction Alternatives Act, Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 13-2901, et. seq. 
 
The Construction Manager at Risk Committee met and reviewed six (6) proposals.  The committee 
narrowed it down to three (3) companies; DRAnderson, Boyd Jones and Chever and interviewed each 
company. 



 
Motion Passed:  I move to adopt and approve in their entirety the Findings and Recommendations of the 
Selection Committee with regard to the selection of the construction manager at risk for the proposed 
construction of (1) Blair High School Administrative office and secure school entry renovations, (2) 
industrial technology center renovations, and (3) as a possible alternative, restroom, concession and ticket 
booth facility to be located at Krantz Field, all located on the Blair High School campus in Blair Nebraska 
(the Project), attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference as Appendix “1”;  Based upon the 
Findings and Recommendations of the Selection Committee, the Board of Education of this School 
District should, and does, hereby rank the submitting firms in order of preference for the position of the 
construction manager at risk under the Act for the Project as follows;  D R Anderson Construction 1, Boyd 
Jones Construction 2, Cheever Construction 3 and authorizes and directs the President of the Board of 
Education, Superintendent of Schools, and Project Legal Counsel to enter into contract negotiations with 
the highest ranked firm identified above for the Project according to Board of Education policy, and then, 
upon completion of such negotiation and all other terms, conditions, and requirements of law, policy, and 
practice or the invitation for proposals requisite to entering into a contract, present all appropriate contract 
documents for contract adoption and approval by the Board of Education; and, Thanks the members of 
the Selection Committee for their service, and all of the firms submitting proposals for their interest in the 
project and effort in responding to the Request for Proposals for the project passed with a motion by Bob 
Schoby and a second by Lyle Schjodt. 
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
10.8. 1005.03-Parental Involvement  
Motion Passed:  I move to reaffirm existing policy 1005.03-Parental Involvement in the schools passed 
with a motion by Brittney Gunderson and a second by Deb Parks. 
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
10.9. Student Fees 
Motion Passed:  I move to approve the 504.20-Student Fees and 504.20R1-Student Fees Schedule as 
presented passed with a motion by Brandi Petersen and a second by Laura Ronning. 
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 



Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
10.10. Approval of New Certified Staff – None 
 
10.11. Acceptance of Resignations 
Motion Passed: I move to accept the resignation of certified staff member, Heather Herman, at the end 
of the 2019-20 school year passed with a motion by Brandi Petersen and a second by Deb Parks.  
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
10.12. Informational Information 

• BKA	and	the	weight	rooms	reopened	June	1,	2020.			
• Graduation	is	still	set	for	August	1,	2020.	
• Special	Board	meeting	will	be	held	June	29,	2020	at	6:00pm.	

	
11. Adjournment   
Motion Passed:  I move to adjourn the meeting at 8:35pm passed with a motion by Laura Ronning and 
a second by Bob Schoby.   
Steve Callaghan  Yes 
Brittney Gunderson Yes 
Kari Loseke   Yes 
Deb Parks  Yes 
Brandi Petersen Yes 
Denise Ray   Yes 
Laura Ronning Yes 
Lyle Schjodt  Yes 
Bob Schoby  Yes 
 
_____________________________________ 
Diana Stier, Acting Secretary Board of Education 
 
_____________________________________ 
Randall Gilson, Ed.D., Superintendent 


